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Establish
Make the MOST 

clear
• Establish Precision

• Clarify for clarity
• Expand for completeness
• Hone for conciseness

• Establish the Object
• Re-present the object 

(e.g., create a public 
record)

• Refer to the object (e.g., 
naming)

• Establish the Intellectual 
Need

Grapple Toss
Offer the MOST to the 
class with parameters 

that put them in a 
sense making 

situation
• Student questions: What do you 

think, can a linear equation have 
more than one y-intercept?

• Student ”errors and 
sensemaking”: What do you find 
mathematically compelling or 
conflicting about…

• Multiple student solutions: How 
can you decide which of these 
options are correct?

Orchestrate
Orchestrate a whole-

class discussion in 
which students 

collaboratively make 
sense of the MOST

• Discern whether contributions 
are MOST-related

• Put aside tangential thinking 
• Establish MOST-related 

contributions
• Connect MOST-related 

contributions to the MOST
• Toss connection back to the 

class to make sense of

Make Explicit
Facilitate the 

extraction and 
articulation of the 

mathematics of the 
MOST

• Resolve the MOST
• Weave together MOST-related 

contributions
• Provide language
• Transition back/onward

Principal	Investigators

The teaching practice of building on a MOST is engaging the class in making 
sense of the MOST in order to better understand the mathematics of the MOST.

MOSTs are high-leverage instances of 
student thinking (“teachable moments”).
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