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If you or your students are going to talk about mathematical ideas in your class, it is
critical that everyone understands the idea being discussed otherwise they are less

likely to either remember it or be able to participate in the discussion.
David Wees, The Reflective Educator blog entry, 2016
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Public Record

a physical record of student

thinking that iIs made and captured
publicly for whole-class
consideration.
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Existing Work

related to Public Records

* |nfentional use of the board to support student
problem solving (TIMSS 1995 Video Studly)

« Paying explicit attention to recording student
thinking
(Seago, Mumme, & Branca, 2004; Lucenta, Kelemanik, & Creighton, 2016)

« Using the board as a way to maintain continuity
during whole-class collaborative iInquiry (staples, 2007)

« Public display of student work as a focal point for
discussion based on the 5 Practices (smin a stein, 2011)

« Implicit use In examples to illustrate findings, for
example: engaging with others’ ideas supports
student achievementwess et a., 2014



MOSTs

« High-leverage instances of student thinking
(Recognizing MOSTs Framework)

* |In-the-moment opportunity

« Opportunity to make the MOST the object of
consideration by the class in order to engage
the class in making sense of that thinking to
%e’r’rer understand an important mathematical
ideq.

...The teaching practice of building



Building on MOSTs

« Establish the student mathematics of the
MOQOST so that the object to be discussed is
clear.

« Grapple toss that object to the class in a
way that positions them to make sense of It.

« Orchestfrate a whole-class discussion that
supports the students in making sense of the
student mathematics of the MOST.

« Make explicif the important mathematical
idea from the discussion.



Public Record Example

Classroom Context:
« Middle School Classroom
« Sarah, a 2"d year teacher
« Students responding to the following question:
The price of a necklace was first increased 50% and
later decreased 50%. Is the final price the same as the
original price? Why or why not?

INn what ways does this teacher utilize

the public record to support this class
discussione




Public Record Example

In what ways does this tfeacher utilize the public record to support this class
discussion?
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Public Record Example

In what ways does this tfeacher utilize the public record to support this class
discussion?
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Mathematical

Public Record Example @m

In what ways does this tfeacher utilize the public record to support this class
discussion?
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Mathematical

Public Record Example @m

In what ways does this tfeacher utilize the public record to support this class
discussion?
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Characteristics
of Productive Public Records

« Tangible ~ accessible by the students
throughout the discussion.

« Concise ~ includes the aspects of a student
contribution that are most relevant for the
discussion and minimizes exiraneous words.

 Adaptable ~ set up to be easily revisable as
the class discussion evolves.



Small Group Discussion

 Where did you see evidence of the three
characteristics of productive public records—
tangible, concise, and adaptable—in Sarah’s
videoe

 What are other ways in which a public record
might be made of MOSTs (or any focal student
thinking) that could meet those characteristics?

« Given these characteristics, what might you do to
prepare (pre-service) teachers to productively
use public records to anchor their whole-class
mathematics discussions?
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If you or your students are going to falk abouft
mathematical ideas in your class, it is critical
that everyone understands the idea being
discussed otherwise they are less likely fo

either remember it or be able fo parficipate in

the discussion.
David Wees, The Reflective Educator blog entry, 2016
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